at First Congregational Church

WELCOME

Dear Guest,
Welcome to First Congregational Church! We are delighted
you decided to worship with us this morning. You took time
out of your day to visit us, and I hope you felt welcome.
First Congregational Church proudly welcomes all people to
full inclusion in the life and work of the church. We hope
you will consider getting to know our community better,
a community that loves and supports one another on the
journey of faith.
Since I was called to serve FCC in 2015, I have come to love certain things about this congregation
that set it apart and make it truly unique in Houston:
I love that FCC is a thinking person’s congregation, and I hope you find that here, too. I have
had so many deep conversations about faith and the future of Christianity, unbounded
from any restrictive orthodoxy of the past. These conversations bring me hope for the
future of progressive Christianity.
FCC cares deeply about social justice and makes it easy to get involved. I cannot express
how much of a joy it is to worship with people who hear Jesus’ call to make the world more
compassionate and step up to make a difference.
FCC works through its mission and its struggles by open conversation. In the Congregational
tradition, the senior minister is only one voice among many. The congregation is the final
authority and the members of FCC take that responsibility seriously. If you decide to become
a member, you too can help lead the congregation in its mission.
FCC is a musical congregation. Having worked and worshipped in many places, I am
constantly uplifted by the moving congregational singing and music at FCC. We sing and we
sing what we believe. Our members even edited our own hymnal!
I invite you to join us again at First Congregational and
to embark on a journey with us. Our ancestors in the
faith were the Pilgrims who landed at Plymouth Rock in
1620, and we see ourselves in very much the same light,
pilgrims bold enough to set out on new endeavors and
open to the grace and challenges that God will offer us.
Feel free to reach out to me directly at anytime.
My e-mail address is jon@fcc-houston.org.
We look forward to seeing you again soon.
Yours Sincerely,

The Reverend Jonathan C. Page
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What We

Believe

FCC respects the conscience of each believer and does not require any creeds or
confessions for membership. That being said, FCC is firmly rooted in the liberal Christian
tradition, which has several core beliefs.

GOD

We believe in an expansive view of God and resist the temptation to put God in boxes.
With other Christians we affirm that God is present in creation and that God’s essence is
defined by love. God calls us into relationship with others and with God but gives us free
will to make our own decisions.

JESUS

We find in the life and work of Jesus of Nazareth a special revelation of who God is and
how God calls us to live. We emphasize the human nature of Jesus more than the divine.

HOLY SPIRIT

We believe that the Christian tradition is a living tradition, that the Holy Spirit continues
to guide us in new ways, and that the faith should not be frozen in the first century, the
16th century, or the 20th. Instead, we proclaim that “God is still speaking.”

SCIENCE

We fully embrace the insights of science and do not see a conflict between science and
faith.

BIBLE

We do not see the Bible as the inerrant word of God, but rather as a testimony of God’s
work with the people of Israel and the early church. We value the work of biblical scholars
and do not think that “orthodoxy” should set limits on biblical scholarship.

PLURALISM

We value other religious traditions and resist any efforts that claim that one tradition
has absolute truth. We believe our own faith can be deepened and enriched by the faith
of others.

UNIVERSALISM

We believe in a God so rooted in mercy and love that no one can be separated from the
presence of God in eternity.

INCLUSION

Our passion for social justice, our full acceptance of lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, and
transgender Christians, and our other stances on “controversial” topics of today flow
from these beliefs.

at First Congregational Church

Music at First Congregational Church
Congregational singing is a distinctive component of worship at First
Congregational Church. We sing an eclectic mix of hymns, global music,
gospel songs, spirituals, and contemplative music. We prioritize the singing
of recently composed hymns that feature contemporary language and express
a progressive theology. FCC developed its own hymnal, Hymns of Truth and
Light, which is used by more than 100 churches throughout the country. You
can visit the hymnal website at www.hymnsoftruthandlight.com.
Additionally, there are several opportunities for those interested in getting
involved in music making at a deeper level.
Our Meeting House Choir is open to all singers from 7th grade
to adults. The choir rehearses weekly on Thursday evenings and
sings for worship most Sundays.
Our handbell choir, the Decibells, rehearses on Wednesday evenings
and shares music in worship approximately once per month.
There are also opportunities for instrumentalists to share music
in worship.
Our children’s curriculum includes Joyful Noise and Joyful Noise
in Training to foster interest in music from the youngest ages.
If you are interested in any of these music opportunities at FCC, contact our
Minister of Music, M.J. Gallop, at mj@fcc-houston.org.
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Top 10 Reasons To Come to FCC!

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

You are seeking revelation of who God is and how God calls us to live.
You want a church that truly welcomes ALL people.
You want a church that encourages you to think and invites a diversity of opinion.
You want a church with a progressive Christian education program for your children.
You want a church that actually likes to sing.
You want a church that is small enough to feel known, but big enough to offer
many opportunities to live our faith.
You want a church that cares about social justice issues and is not afraid to
take bold stances on behalf of the gospel of love.
You find peace in the light-filled Meeting House and the beautiful grounds.
You want a church that allows you to be yourself and welcomes you regardless
of what is going on in your life.
You love the Congregational tradition and want to learn more about its evolution 		
from the Pilgrim landing in 1620 to the beacon of progressive Christianity it is today.
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Children/Adult Christian Education
We are pleased to share God’s love with all children.
Knowing that they are safe and loved and a vital part
of God’s creation can do much to help children develop
empathy, intellect, and strong personal character. First
Congregational places children in the center of all we do.
Our Crib Room and Nursery (Room 3) nurture children
through age 3. They share Bible stories, games, and free
play as they begin to find their own place in the world. They
learn that they are indeed “precious in God’s sight.”
Children ages 3-12 start in Worship with the
Congregation. After the Children’s Message, they are invited
to go to Sunday School which is followed by children’s
choir (Joyful Noise). They may be picked up after the service at 11:30am.
The Rainbow Room (Room 2) is home to children ages 3-6 years. Using play, stories, and music,
they learn about God’s creation. The program helps the young children learn to work and share
with others.
The Children’s Room (Room 7), for ages 3-12, presents Bible stories through questioning.
Children are not told what to think, but rather, they are encouraged to wonder and develop
their own paths. Our programming is based on the Godly Play curriculum, a Montessori-like
program. First Congregational Church was a pioneer in developing this program which is now
used worldwide. Generations of our children have grown into caring, grounded adults through
our Sunday School program.
Our Youth program focuses on mission work. In addition to regular Sunday classes, we provide
opportunities for youth to live their faith. Often working with other churches and groups, the
young people help with programs to improve the conditions of the lives of families in Houston.
On the first Sunday of the month, children aged 6 and up remain in Worship with their families.
A Children’s Bulletin and activity bags are available in the Narthex.
Our Deacon ushers would be happy to show you where to find your child’s education room. First
Congregational Church is a Safe Church and meets and surpasses all standards for the safety of our
children. Please let us know if you have questions or concerns.
Please complete a Christian Education Class Registration Form for your child. This will allow us
to contact you if need be and will alert us to allergies or special needs. These forms are available in
the narthex and in the classrooms. Thank you.
We look forward to sharing the positive message of God’s love with your child. Thank you for
being with us today.
Continuing education is valued at FCC. Each week we
offer classes ranging from social justice issues to Bible
study, community activism and personal concerns. Whether
it is a book study, an outside speaker, or our own members
sharing their experiences, the classes offer a chance to learn
from experts while developing deeper relationships with
one another and with God. Everyone is welcome to attend
any adult Sunday School classes. We hope you will join us.
Weekly programs are listed in the Sunday Worship Bulletin.

